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HAMILTON HISTORY
STUDEBAKER -HAMILTON ONTARIO

Studebaker Brothers Inc. was founded in 1852 and began making wagons,
carriages, and buggies in South Bend Indiana. In 1902 they began
manufacturing automobiles which were sold across the USA.

Studebaker produced cars in Canada prior to the Second World War but its
first modern Canadian automobile factory was initiated in Hamilton in 1947
in a former anti-aircraft gun plant on Victoria Ave. N

The popular 1947 Studebaker was a leap into the automotive future with
sweeping aerodynamic styling that abandoned traditional overhanging
fenders and running boards.

The South Bend, Indiana factory closed in 1963 and Studebaker shifted all its
production to Hamilton. Production was focused on the " Lark” models.

By 1965 N.A. sales began to decline due to increased domestic competition
and the importation of numerous foreign models. Studebaker Canada was
forced to shut down.

The last car to roll off the line was a turquoise Lark Cruiser on March 17,
1966. It was terrible news for the 700 workers who had formed a true family
at the company, known for its employee parties and day trips. It was a huge
blow to the city of Hamilton as Studebaker was Hamilton's 10th largest
employer at the time.

The old Studebaker plant was later re-acquired by Otis Elevators, which used
the building until 1987. It was later demolished with plans to turn the
property into an industrial park

The last Studebaker built was fully restored and is now on display at the
Studebaker National Museum in South Bend, Indiana.

Ron Berenbaum (SVO Resident)
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A Prayer for Yom Kippur

To those I may have wronged,
I ask forgiveness.

To those I may have helped,
I wish I had done more.
To those I neglected to help,
I asked for understanding.
To those who helped me,

I thank you with all my Heart

Shalom Village

Honouring our Fathers and our Mothers
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